
RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE 
IMPLEMETNATION OF THE WATER UTILITY WATER 
SHORTAGE CONTINGENCY PLAN. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, 

CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, all water furnished to consumers by the City of Santa Clara shall be charged, paid 

for and supplied only in accordance with such applicable schedules, rules and regulations as the 

City Council shall adopt pursuant to the provisions of Section 13.15.010 [entitled “Purpose and 

Intent”] (formerly  § 31-1) of “The Code of the City of Santa Clara, California” [City Code] and 

the Rules and Regulations for Water Service of the City of Santa Clara; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Clara (“Santa Clara”) has determined that water demand within 

the City must be reduced by ____ % due to _____________(prolonged drought/ loss of imported 

supply, loss of well production); and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Santa Clara (the “Council”) hereby determines that 

it is in the public interest and the best interests of Santa Clara to authorize the implementation of 

water use restrictions and a modified water rate schedule in order to reduce water demand within 

the City, 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 



SECTION 1: Tiered Water Rate Blocks 
 
Effective immediately all water will be subject to the following tiered rate structure for monthly 
quantity charges.  All minimum monthly charges in the current rate resolution remain in effect. 
  
Single Family Residential 
 

Tier Example Range Example Rate 
Tier 1 Up to 7 HCF Prevailing rate 
Tier 2 7 HCF to 15 HCF 1.5 times the prevailing rate 
Tier 3 15 HCF to 23 HCF 2.0 times the prevailing rate 
Tier 4 Over 23 HCF 2.5 times the prevailing rate 

 
Multi Family Residential, 5 or more dwelling units 
 

Tier Example Range Example Rate 
Tier 1 Up to 15 HCF Prevailing rate 
Tier 2 15 HCF to 23 HCF 1.5 times the prevailing rate 
Tier 3 23 HCF to 40 HCF 2.0 times the prevailing rate 
Tier 4 Over 40 HCF 2.5 times the prevailing rate 

 
Non-residential  
 

Tier Example Range Example Rate 
Tier 1 Up to 100 HCF Prevailing rate 
Tier 2 100 HCF to 200 HCF 1.5 times the prevailing rate 
Tier 3 200 HCF to 300 HCF 2.0 times the prevailing rate 
Tier 4 Over 300 HCF 2.5 times the prevailing rate 

 
 
 
SECTION 2: Water Use Restrictions. 
 

Plan 
Drought Stage 
 
Reduction 

Plan 1 
Advisory 

 
Up to 10% 

Plan 2 
Voluntary 

 
10% to 20% 

Plan 3 
Mandatory 

 
21 to 49% 

Plan 4 
Emergency 
Curtailment 

50% or greater 
1. Water Use Reduction Target     
  a) Single Family  NA 80%  - 90% of base 

year 
50% -80% of base 

year 
50% of base year 

  b) Master metered multi-family NA 80%  - 90% of base 
year 

50% -80% of base 
year 

50% of base year 

  c) Inverted rate block for 
residential usage 

No No Yes  Yes 

  d) Non-residential NA 80%  - 90% of base 
year 

50% -80% of base 
year 

50% of base year 

  e) Inverted rate block for non-
residential usage  

No No Yes Yes 

       
2. Water Use Restrictions     



  a) Water waste by irrigation Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 
  b) cleaning sidewalks, hard 

surfaces etc. 
Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

  c) Washing vehicle w/o shut 
off valve on hose 

Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

  d) Decorative fountains, 
operating maintaining 

No restriction Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

  e) Water for construction 
purposes 

No restriction Restricted (1) Restricted (1) Restricted (1) 

  f) Water Waste due to defective 
plumbing / leaks 

Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

  g) Landscape irrigation No restriction Prohibited from 
9AM to 6PM 

Prohibited from 
9AM to 6PM 

Prohibited 

  h) Restaurant water service 
unless patron requests 

No restriction Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

  i) New swimming pool or pond 
construction 

No restriction Restricted Restricted Prohibited 

  j) Filling or refilling swimming 
pools 

No restriction Restricted Restricted Prohibited 

  k) Hydrant flushing, except for 
health and safety 

No restriction Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

  l) New irrigation connections 
for new planting 

No restriction Restricted (2) Restricted (2) Prohibited (2) 

  m) Irrigation of golf courses 
except greens and tees 

No restriction No restriction Restricted (1) Restricted (1) 

     
3) Enforcement     
  a) First violation Warning Warning Warning, Citation, 

up to $500 fine 
Warning, Citation, 

up to $500 fine 
  b) Second violation Warning Warning Warning, Citation, 

$100 to$1,000 fine 
Warning, Citation, 
$100 to$1,000 fine 

  c) Subsequent violations Warning, citation, 
$100 to$1,000 fine, 

flow restrictor 

Warning, citation, 
$100 to$1,000 fine, 

flow restrictor 

Warning, citation, 
$100 to$1,000 fine, 

flow restrictor, 
termination of 

service 

Warning, citation, 
$100 to$1,000 fine, 

flow restrictor, 
termination of 

service 
  d) Restrictor removal charge $50 $50 $50 $50 
  e) Second restrictor removal 

charge 
$100 $100 $100 Remains for 

duration 
      1. Recycled water only 

2. New landscaping supplied by recycled water allowed without restriction 
 
 
SECTION 3: Severability. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs, 

sentences, clauses, and phrases of this resolution are severable, and if any phrase, clause, 

sentence, paragraph, or section of this Resolution shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise 

invalid by a valid judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs, and sections of this Resolution hereby adopted. 

 



SECTION 4: Effective Date. 

This resolution shall become effective *(immediately or whatever is appropriate) and 

shall remain in effect until rescinded by the Council. 

 * * * * 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, 

CALIFORNIA, AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF HELD ON THE ______ DAY OF 

________, 20__ by the following vote: 

 

AYES:   COUNCILORS:  

 

NOES:   COUNCILORS:  

 

ABSENT:  COUNCILORS:  

 

ABSTAINED: COUNCILORS:  

 

         ATTEST:___________________________________ 

            

           City Clerk 

           City of Santa Clara 
 


